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~ RELIGIOUS FANATICS 


“We are fools for Christ’s Sake”—lI Cor. 4:10. 
By EVANGELIST JOHN MacARTHUR 
1495 Colorado Blvd., Los Angeles 41, California 


(Sermon preached at Sword of the Lord Conference on Evangelism, 
Winona Lake, Indiana, July 7, 1947. Mechanically recorded for 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


Now if you have your Bibles, please open them with me} 
I believe that this is | 


to the fourth chapter of I Corinthians. 
the only place where we can actually say that the Apostle 
Paul is using the barb of irony. 


their lack of possession. And so we find here that what he 
is saying has a double meaning, and I would like for you to 
follow along as I read to you just a very few verses. I begin 
with verse 7; 


“For who maketh thee to dif- 
fer from another? and what hast 
thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why 
does thou glory, as if thou hadst 
not received it?’’ Now notice his 
irony: “Now ye are full.” They 


weren't, they weren't full at all; 


destitute. They  theught they 
were full, aud Pau) is using an 
ironic phrase. He says, “Now 
ye are full, now ye are rich, ye 


reign, that we also might reign 
with you. For I think that God 
hath set forth us the apostles last, 
as it were appointed to death: 
for we are made a spectacle unto 
the world, and to angels, and to 
men. We are fools for Christ's 
sake, but ye are wise in Christ; 


ye are honourable, but we are des- 
pised.”’ 

r Oh, my! Can’t you just feel the 
sarcasm in Paul’s voice as he ex- 
poses them! And then he tells 
something of his own privations: 
“Even unto this present hour we 
both hunger, and thirst, and are 
naked, and are buffeted, and have 


labour, working with our own 

hands: being reviled, we bless; 

being persecuted, we suffer it: 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Dr. John MacArthur 


In fact, we can almost say | 
that as Paul is speaking to these Corinthian Christians, he is | 
sarcastic and biting as he considers their profession and) 


they were spiritually empty and) 


av ‘elgne as ings without | 
have reigned as king ‘came to Jesus as to a teacher, and 


’ : / (;0' re did | . 
us: and I would to God ye ~ | he did not think he needed a Sav- | 


we are weak, but ye are strong; | 


no certain dwelling place; And | 


Redemption Through the 


Blood of Christ or 
| Eternal Hell 


By EVANGELIST ROLFE BARNARD 


(Preached at Bethel Baptist Church, Chicago.lllinois, March 8, 


“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, | 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.””— 


John 3:14, 15. 


This text is the answer the Lord 
Jesus gave to Nicodemus when 


|'Nicodemus realized his need of a 
Saviour. This is not an answer to. 


the question of how to be born 
again. This is the answer to the 


need when Nicodemus saw that he | 


needed a Saviour. You know he 


iour. Jesus had to rebuff him and 
make him go back and come again 
as a poor sinner needing a Sav- 
iour. And when Nicodemus recog- 
nized that he needed a Saviour, he 
wanted to know how he could be 


saved. And in answer to that) 
Jesus said to him. as recorded in|! 
| verse 14: “And as Moses lifted up 


the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted 
up: That whosoever believeth in 
him shuld not perish, but have 
eterna] life.” 


Now, beloved, God’s Word is 


mighty plain there, isn’t it? It 
is either redemption through the 
blood of Christ for every sinner, 
or it is eternal Hell for everybody 
who has ever sinned. Our text here 
speaks of Christ bejng lifted up. 
“As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must 


for THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


the Son of man be lifted up.” That | 


means He is to be crucified on a . ? 
- ; : you can say it is not good enough 

tree. That is the meaning of that! eae : 
. ana th , for you; you can insist on having 
| word. And the language—did you | 
| 5S. . |Some crazy something happen to 


notice it? ““The Son of man must 
be lifted up.” He is giving this 


text in answer to Nicodemus’ cry | 
as to how he can be saved. And 


He said, “The Son of man must be 
lifted up.” The awful, Divine, ab- 
solute necessity for the death of 
Christ, that is what that word 
must means. So _ redemption 
through the blood of Jesus (and 
blood, of course, is figurative—-it 
means death applied) is not sim- 
ply an easy way of salvation. I 
go up and down this land, and I 
am not going to let anybody or 
any church or any persuasion get 


me to the place where I will everh 


offer salvation to any human be- 
ing except by simple belief in the 
shed blood of Jesus Christ. People 
constantly tell me that is too easy. 
They say, “Is that all you have to 
do? I thought you had to do this. 
I thought you had to have a big 
feeling. I thought you had to have 
a certain experience and be able 
to talk like this.” Maybe that 
is what you thought, but you 


That whosoever | 


1946, Mechant aily recorded 


a 


ltsten to Brother Barnard tonight. 
Hear me now. Redemption through 
the precious blood of Jesus is not 
simply an easy way to be saved; 
it is the only possible way. You 
can say it is too good to be true; 


| you, but redemption is through 


| the blood of Jesus Christ. 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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Rev. Rolfe Barnard 
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Oneness lay 


We are 


taken at the close of the first of four weeks. 


platform, 80 by 21 feet, is shown. It seats about 250. 


sorry that the photographer could get only part of the crowd 
In the big tobacco warehouse in Winston-Salem. The picture shows less 
than half the great crowd attending the revival campaign conducted by 
the evangelist, John R. Rice; song leader, Harry D. Clarke, and helpers, in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, July 20 to August 17. The picture was 
The tobacco warehouse is 
approximately 200 feet by 150 feet. Only a tiny corner of the large choir 
Shown are a few 
of the pastors on the front row of the platform. The central part of the 


picture. 


Se 


OF REVIVAL CROWD AT WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. 


platform, the two pianos, the pulpit, etc., are unseen, to the left of the 
Great sections of the audience to the right and left could not be 
included in the picture.* Since this picture was made, we have crowded in 
seats for four or five hundred more people. 
picture was taken on Sunday night, a larger erowd was present, with some 


standing throughout the service and many went away without seats. 
the service pictured here there were 34 professions of faith. See story 
elsewhere in this paper. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

Being defamed, we intreat: we 
are made as the filth of the 
world, and are the offscouring of 
all things unto this day. I write 


not these things to shame you, 
but as my beloved sons I warn 
you.” 

Do you think that after Paul 


had gotten that far, they were not 
ashamed? If there was any- 
thing left that had spiritual ap- 
peal within their personalities, by 


that time they were so ashamed 
they must have been hanging 
their heads. Then Paul says 
these lovely words: “For though 


instructers 
manv 


ve have ten thousand 

have ve not 
Christ 
through 


in Christ, vet 
fathers: for in Jesus I 
begotten you 

Wherefore I 
followers 

Isn't it a magnificent thing 
that the life of the Paul 
consistently. for the 
Christ life 
recommendation of 
spiritual that he could ac- 
tually those Corinthians 
‘If you want to do what is right, 
just do what I do. Just be followers 
of me. If you want to serve the 
Lord Jesus in the way that is 
going to count and send a thrill 
through the centuries, then do it 
the way I am doing it.’ 


have 


ot spel heseech 


you, 
be ve of me,” 

Apostle 
Was lived SO 
Lord 


was 


Jesus and his 
such a 
power, 
say to 


You know, there are very few 
of us who have the audacity and 
the nerve, the daring, let alone 
the life, to be able to say to folks 
today: “If you want to follow the 
Lord Jesus Christ the right way. 
if you want to live so that your 
life is a blazing comet, if you 
want to live so that it has thrill 
and giory in it and so that you 
are winning souls, live as I do,” 
and yet have no boast in it, no 
pride. Paul was humble when he 
said that, but Paul could say it. 

I want to call your attention to 
that verse where Paul says: “We 
are fools for Christ’s sake, but ve 
are wise in Christ: we are weak, 
but ye are strong: ye are honour- 
able, but we are despised.” 
Fanaticism—“An Excessive 
Enthusiasm,” “a Passionate 

Devotion to a Cause” 

There is one word we are afraid 
of. Dr. Rice mentioned it last 
night. I suppose that is why this 
message was borne in upon my 
heart and the Lord seemed to 
lead me to bring it to you. If 
there is any word we are afraid 
of in modern Christendom today, 
it is the word fanatic. If there is 
anything we want to run away 
from and never have put upon us, 
it is the word fanatic. We are 
al] seared to death of it. It is 
something that we just dread. 
that nobody would ever call us a 
fanatic. They can call us any- 
thing in the world, but we do 
not want to be called a fanatic. 
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Fanatics 


We are so afraid of the word 
fanatic. And yet I found out 
that the word fanaticism is de- 
fined in the dictionary. Although 
there are many definitions, it has 
one that says this: ‘fanaticism 
is an excessive enthusiasm.” And 
it is also defined as “a passion- 
ate single-minded devotion to a 
cause.” I want to tell you right 
now, that any cause that has 
ever moved this world, any cause 
that has ever set this world on 
fire, any cause—-whether it has 
brought destruction or whether it 
has brought good--that has ever 
done anything has been a fanati- 
cal cause. I want to say right 
at the very beginning of this mes- 
sage, that unless you are willing 
to be a fanatic for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, you will never be what 
He wants you to be, will 
accomplish a His 
vital 
should be characteriz- 
ed by a glorious, festive enthusi- 


you 
thing in 
name. In other words, real, 
Christianity 


never 


asm. Hitler and the Nazis were 
fanatics. The fact is, if they had 


not been fanatics, they never would } 


have inoculated the whole of the 
life of Germany with the deadly 
virus of their philisophy. They 
were outright fanatics. They were 
so sold on the thing that they 
absolutely carried it to the very 
extremes of German life. They 
saturated Germany with Nazism 
because they were fanatics for the 
cause. 


The Japanese militarists were 
fanatics. If you do not think so. 
read a little bit about the imper- 
ial government and the way that 
the militarists took it over and 
then the way they systematically 
and variously and passionately in- 
doctrinated the whole of Japan 
with their idea that Japan was 
destined to have her sun rise on 
the world: You read about.the 
fanaticism _ that characterized 
them and you have to admit that 
their outstanding characteristic 
was a wild, burning, deceptive en- 
thusiasm. The fact is, I do not 
know of a more militantly fanati- 
cal organization or government. in 
the world today than that of the 
communists. 

When I was in college, one 
time we-had a professor visit us. 


He was at one time a Jewish 
rabbi, but he was converted to 


communism and became one of 
its most outstanding  protagon- 
ists. He came to speak to us. I 
do not believe I have ever heard 
a more impassioned address than 
he gave to the students of our 
sociology that day. When 
he finished, he asked every stu- 
dent there who would pledge 
themselves to the advancement of 
thé cause to signify that they 
would. You know, the next day 
those students were so. carried 
over andso saturated and so over- 
whelmed with the enthusiasm of 
that communist that they staged 
a communistic demonstration on 
the campus. Finally, the firemen 
had to come and turn the hose on 
them to dampen their ardor a lit- 
tle. But that is how much he 
enthused them in communism. 

I remember one statement he 
made. He said, “Young people. 
you were never meant to be the 
chattels and the slaves of the 
capitalistic system. And the 
quicker you align yourself with 
totalitarianism and overthrow this 
system, the better off you will be 
and the better it will be for your 
posterity.” He put jit over! En- 
thusiasm did it. 

I can remember also a day 
when the Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Atheism was one 
of the most aggressive outfits that 
you could find anywhere. I re- 
member how they used to usurp 
every corner they could find. I 
remember how they were organiz- 
ed on the campuses of our schools. 
They are a little defunct now, but 
any day they are liable to raise 
their flag and start their crusade. 

In fact, we find that any cause 
that ever made an impact upon 
this world has always been mark- 
ed by enthusiasm, by a _ passion, 
by a fire that literally drove 
people in order to spend them- 
selves on its behalf. It is no won- 
der that Dr. Frank Luback, 
when he studied the way the Nazi 
movement was saturated with en- 


class 
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thusiasm and the way that they 
took, in one generation, a whole 
nation and sold the people on the 
project that Hitler had in nfind in 
the innercircle Nazis, said: “Why 
is it that we who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ are not characteriz- 
ed by that same desperateness of 
devotion? Why is it that we do 
not move the world for Jesus 
Christ the way the Nazis moved 
Germany for their cause?” Well, 
the difference is that they had 
with theirs enthusiasm, and we 
have with ours no enthusiasm. We 
are lacking in it. The character- 
istic today of the church is lack- 
adaisical and lassitudinal in its 
effect. There is no question about 
it. Our remedy, then, is to get 
back amd to study the great driv- 
ing passion that was in the heart 
of the Lord Jes’: Christ. 


Paul, the Glorious Fool 
for Christ 
Let us analyze the Apostle Paul, 


if we can make him stand still 
long enough, and find out wha’ 
was that dynamic thing in him 


that drove him to such extremity, 
that absolutely imperiled his life, 
that made him what he was ,that 
sent him through the centuries 
What was it? We can say it in 
one word: it was hiS devotion to 
Jesus Christ. And when we have 
said that, we have sure said a 
whole lot. 

You remember how the friends 
ot Jesus said that He was beside 
Himself. By that they meant that 
He was out of His mind. They 
meant that He had lost Himseit 
to the cause to which He had giv- 
en Himself. He was so anxious 
to do what He wanted to do that 
He was oblivious to everything 
else. It was His friends and His 
relatives who said that He was 
beside Himself. You remember 
how Festus, when the Apostle 
Paul stood before him, felt sorry 
for Paul, and he said, “Much 
learning doth make thee mad.” 
That word mad does not mean 
that he was vexed or made 4an- 
gry. It means that much learn- 
ing had made him a fool; much 
learning had made him a fanatic. 
He had gone too far with the 
thing. He had imbibed too much 
of it. He had gotten an obsession 
of which he could not rid himself. 
What a glorious thing it was that 
Paul had that magnificent obses- 
sion! eat < 


As we study history it comes 
before our eyes and it’ throbs 
again and again in our hearts, 
that the early Christians were 
fanatics. Akhpslutely! They were 
fanatics. They were possessed of 
a single-minded devotion to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. They believ- 
ed with all their hearts that He 
was the only hope of the world. 
and they lived and preached and 
died in the fervency, in the fury 
(if you will excuse that word) of 
their passion. They were driven 
to desperation as they preached 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

It igs an interesting thing that 
the word for fool and the word 
for fanaticism are synonyms. 
They mean approximately the 
same thing. I want to say to 
you, if we are ever going to move 
this world again for Jesus Christ. 
if we are ever ;,oing to see again 
the great revival that everybody 
is talking about and everybody is 
praying for and yet that we are 
not seeing; if we are going to 
save the world from the holocaust 
of World War Number Three, we 
are going to have to get again 
the single-minded devotion of the 
early Christians, and we are g0- 
ing to have to get from the world 
the odium that we are fools. And 
until we are willing to be fools 
for Christ’s sake, until we are 
willing to want His power so bad- 
ly that we are willing to be 
marked as fools, we are never 
going to have what we want, we 
are never going to receive the 
blessing that we want to receive, 
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In recent communications I 
have told you two tragic stor- 
ies, Here is one more I wish 
you to read. A number of 
years ago I was conducting an 
evangelistic campaign in a 
large tabernacle in a certain 
American city. One night I 
dismissed the crowd and start- 
ed out of the building. A fee- 
ble old man came down the 
aisle and took me by the hand, 
“I would like to speak to you 
a minute, Brother Bob,’ he 
said with a trembling vVdjee. 
“All right,” I replied. 
be glad to talk to you.” He 
looked at me a moment and 
said, “Let me get where I can 
prop against the wall for I am 
feeble and old and trembly in 
the knees.” We walked down 
the aisle near a door and he 
leaned his old stooped shoul- 


gan his story. “I am an old- 
time preacher of the Gospel. I 
came to this section as a 
sionary about sixty years ago. 
I brought my bride along. She 
is still living. We were hap- 
py in God’s work and those 
were great days. My denom- 
ination did not have a church 
school. anywhere near here so 
some of us preachers decided 


could educate our own children. 
We worked out the plans. I 
subscribed $100 a year for five 
years. I never made over $1,- 
000 a year preaching. My wife 
made a pledge, too, and though 
she was not strong physically 
she did her own washing and 
saved money to help build the 
school. We had just one child. 
He was a boy. He was a great 
boy—bright,* clean, obedient, 
Christian. He graduated from 
high school. We were very 
proud of him. He was presi- 
dent of the young people’s so- 
ciety in our church, Every- 
body said he was an _ ideal 
preacher's boy. The day came 
for him to go to college. It 
the happiest day in our 
lives. Wife and I stood on the 
front steps and watched him 
go. We both cried. We did 
not cry because we were sad. 
We cried because we were 
proud of our boy. He looked 
so manly and clean as he went 
out the gate. That night when 
wife and I were ready to re- 
tire we knelt by our bed to 
pray. I put my arm around 
her and she put her little frail 
arm around me... I prayed a 
little prayer something like 
this, ‘Our Father, we thank 
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“I will@ been employed. 


ders against the wall. He be-| 


mis- | 


to build a church school so we! 


ed 


Thee we have a safe place to 
educate our boy, We thank 
Thee he is going to a Christian 
school and will have”good pro- 
tection. We pray Thee to take 
good care of him, and don’t let 
anything happen to him while 
he is away’.” The old man 
straightened up and threw his 
shoulders back and his eyes 
flashed fire. “While I had 
been preaching to my country 
churches, the devil had been 
sowing tares in that college, A 
teacher who was a skeptic had 
At the end of 
four years my boy came home 
with his degree and high aca- 
demic honors but he came 
home laughing at my religion 
and at the Gospel I preached. 
My son is a middle-aged man 
now and he is a drunkard. He 


writes letters to the papers 
making fun of the Gospel I 
have preached for sixty years 


and making fun of his - old 
/mother’s faith. Brother Bob, 
| my wife and I are old. You are 
still a young man. Go up and 
down this country and tell this 
story and warn fathers and 
mothers of the educational 
drift of this nation.” 

For years I have been doing 
what the old man said to do 
and in addition to that we 
| founded a great Christian uni- 
versity which is a center of a 


fighting, aggressive, orth- 
odox, Christian educational 
testimony. We need financial 


help to complete the financing 
of the present buildings. When 
these buildings are financed we 
will put up more buildings and 
make room for more young 
people and we will keep on 
keeping on sending out into the 
world young people who will be 
not only cultured Christian 
leaders, but will also be ag- 
gressively orthodox and evan- 
gelistic. Have you had any 
part financially in building this 
university that is the center of 
such an aggressive testimony? 
If not, send a contribution of 
some amount in care of Bob 
Jones University, Greenville, 
S. C,. and do it right away. If 
you have already invested some 
money, don’t you think vou 
could invest some more? This 
is big work we are doing. It 
is tremendously important. 
You ought to share in it. We 
are counting,on you. Write us 
and send your contribution. 
Thank you and God bless you. 


BOB JONES. 
—Advertisement 


we will never hear again the glor- 
ious clarion bells of revival. We 
have to be as those early Chris- 
tians were—fanatics for the Loru 


Jesus Christ. In other words, 
that is what the Apostle Paul 
said. He said, “We are to be 


fools for Christ’s sake.” In other 
words, we are to be beside our- 
selves, desperate in our desire to 
win other men and women to the 
matchless Christ who gave Him- 
self for us. 


Now the Apostle Paul consid- 
ered it a compliment when men 
called him a.fool. Time and time 
again he tells us that he liked it 
when men scid he was a fool. 
You remember how sometimes he 
even took their breath away from 
them by starting out that way. 
You recall how he said at Cor- 
inth, “I speak as a fool.” He 
said, ‘I know what the world is 
going to call me. I know what 
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they have already called me. I 
know what they say Iam. I am 
a fool.’ Paul wanted the world to 
call him a fool. He enjoyed it. Do 
you know why? Because he knew 


that if the world said he was a 
fool, God said he was wise. In 
fact, he tells us that. He says, 


“Let no man deceive himself.” 
He said, ‘Don’t let anybody fool 


(Continued on Page 3) 
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you. “If any man among you 
seemeth to be wise in this worid, 
let him become a fool, that he 
may be wise” (Cor. 3:18). In 
other words, Paul said, ‘Let us 
keep our perspectives right. Let 
us understand that we are not to 
be popular with this world. It 
isn’t that we are to be acceptable 
with men, The thing is that we 
are to have the everlasting, the 
eternal approval of God, and if 
we are going to have that, we are 
going to have to become fools in 
the eyes of the world in order 
that we might be wise before the 
eyes of the Lord,’ You remember 
how the Apostle Paul affirmed 
again, “For the preaching of the 
cross is to them that perish fool- 
ishneSs; but unto us which are 
Saved, it is the power of God” 
(I Cor. 1:18). You see, it all de- 
pends on what point of view you 
are looking at the thing. If you 
are looking at Christians from 
the point of view of the world, 
they are fools. If you are look- 
ing at those who are identified 
with the Lord Jesus through His 
lovely eyes, you are looking at 
those who are wise unto salva- 
tion. “And they that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament; and they that turn 


many to righteousness as_ the 
stars for ever and ever,” the 
Scripture says in Daniel 12:3. 


Yes, even the Word of God will 
go this far and say that it is 
actually true that the wisdom of 
the world is foolishness with God. 
In other words, God is saying 
that even the wisest of this 
world, even the accumulation of 
the world’s finding and knowl- 
edge is foolishness unless men 
have, first of all, become wise in 
the eyes of God, and the fear oi 
the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom, God is sayifig very simply 
that no man is a wise man who 
isn't first a man who knows 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour and 
living in the will of God. Thai 
is the first mark of wisdom. That 
is the first point of approval, so 
far as God is concerned, 

So you must understand, ac- 
cording to the Scripture, that a 
man who lives for Jesus Christ, 
who burns up his life in the glory 
of winning souls—that man, in 


the eyes of the world, is a fool. | 
That man in the eyes of the Lord | 
is exceedingly wise and greatly | 
All those through the ages | 


loved. 
who have identified themselves 
with Jesus Christ and really done 
something for Him and in His 
name—all of them have _ been 
called fools. And if you will real- 
ly live your life for Jesus Christ, 
if you will lay it on the altar with- 
out hesitation and hold nothing 
back, the world will call you a4 
fool, but oh, how wonderful! You 
will have the smile and the bene- 
diction of Christ’s approval on 
your life just as long as it be- 
longs to Him, and you will be 
considered wise. 


To Be a Fanatic May Mean 
All Out for Christ 


Let’s just ask a few questions. 
Why is it we call people fan- 
atics? Why do we dub people 
fanatics? In the first place, we 


designate people fanatics because |, 


they give themselves so whole- 
heartedly, so utterly and so to- 
tally to something that they do 
not seem to have much regard nor 
seem to care about anything else. 
Anybody who does that we call a 
fanatic. ‘The Apostle Paul gives 
us a glimpse of his own experi- 
ence along that line. This is what 
he says: “Even unto this present 
hour we both hunger, and thirst, 
and are naked, and are buffeted, 
and have no certain dwelling- 
place: And labour, working with 
our own hands: being reviled, we 
bless; being persecuted, we suffer 
it: Being defamed, we intreat.” 
Listen! “We are made as the 
filth of the world, and are the off- 
scouring of all things unto this 
day.” In other words, the Apos- 
tle Paul says to these Corinthian 
Christians: ‘Look! The world is 


Fanatics 


honoring you. The world is re- 
specting you. 
are wise. But we who are really 
fiving for the Lord Jesus Christ 
are buffeted, bruised, beaten: we 
are considered as filth; yes, we 
are considered the scum, we are 
considered the offscouring of ail 
things to this very hourr But in 
spite of all they do to us, we 
never react in any other way save 
as Jesus would react. When we 
are reviled, we bless people. When 
We are persecuted, we endure the 
perseculiog. When we are de- 
famed, we go right on entreating 
people who love the Christ that 
we love.’ Paul says, “We become 
fools for Christ’s sake.” 

It is about time that we under- 


The world says you 


stood who Paul was. Paul did 
not need to be ~* fool for any- 
body. He did not need to be a 


fool in the eyes of the world if he 
did not want to be. I do not 
believe that anybody can ques- 
tion the fact that the Apostle 
Paul was the most gigantic intel- 
lect of his day. He was one of 
the most colossal figures of all 
time. He was a man among men. 
He was an outstanding personal- 
ity. And I believe the Apostle 
Paul could have stayed in Tarsus 
and lived on in all the luxury that 
the city could have provided for 
him. In the world of his day he 
could have, no doubt, made great 
Strides as far as society was con- 
cerned There is no question 
about it that he could have lived 
in comfort and ease and luxury 


——— _—— 


He 
chose 


But oh, my! chose, in their 
he with 


wide open and his brain as clear 


stead, his eyes 


as an unclouded sky, he chose 
the beatings, he chose the prisons, 


he chose the dark, damp celis, he 
chose the lonely nights, he chose 
the stripes that cut his back and 
beat him well nigh unto death, he 
chose the blood-stained block on 
which he laid his head to be sev- 
ered. Oh, I believe he knew ex- 
eactly what he was doing when he 
set out for Jesus Christ! And he 
was willing to take anything that 
anybody could give, he was will- 
ing to pay whatever price it was 
going to cost, he was willing, if 
need be, to die any day that God 
wanted him to. As long as he 
could have the approval of Jesus 
Christ, he was willing to be a 
fool in the eyes of every man, a 
fool in all the history books that 
would be written-a fool forever 
in the eyes pf man, if he could 
just De acceptable to Jesus Christ. 

Listen, the reason that Paul's 
life today causes us to stand up 
and sing praises to his glory, the 
reason that we think of the Apos- 
tle Paul as the most stalwart fig- 
ure in Christian preaching, the 
reason that we read his epistles 
with tears in our eyes, the reason 
he ‘gives us the thrill that he 
does is because he became a fool 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. I want 
to tell you, God is not going to 
use you and God is not going to 
use me until we, too, become fools 
for Christ’s sake. And when the 
world points at us a finger of 
contumely and contempt, when 
the world says to you and to me, 
“You are foolish; you have gone 


Jesus’ fool any day. I do not care 


too far with this thing, you are 
getting fanatical,” then get alone 
some place and thank God, be- 
cause you are in the way then, 
you are getting some place then, 
you are going to start winning 
souls then. 


Whose Fool Are You? 

I heard about a fellow down at 
Times Square who was walking 
up and down Times Square with 
a sandwich sign on. The front of 
the sign said, “I am a ‘fool for 
Christ's sake.”” Everybody who 
looked at him felt sorry for him. 
They touched their heads and said. 
“Poor fellow! He ought to be 
psychoanalyzed. Too bad. isn’t it!” 
But when they got around in back 
of him and read the other pdrt 
of the sign, they changed their 
minds, because it said, “Whose 
fool are you?” And if you are not | 
a fool for the Lord Jesus Christ's | 


Sake, if you are not a fool for the | 
matchless Saviour who bled His 
life you, if you are not a 
fool for the One who is going to 
reign as King of kings and Lord of 
lords, if you are not a fool for 
Him, then you are a fool for the 
the 


to save 


prince of power of the air 
You are a fool for the sinister 
black dog that is responsible for 


all the hell that is loose. I will be | 


what the world says; I will be 
His fool any day. I would like to 
have the world laugh at me. I 
would like to know that they were 
mocking me. I would like to be 
sure that the world says I am | 
a fool, because then am all the | 
more sure that Jesus says | am 
wise unto Salvation. 


al 


all 


natural—-I suppose that after the 
Apostie Paul had tha, cataclysmic 
experience On the Damascus road, 
that there were diplomatic persons 
who came to him and said, “Now 
Paul, you know that is a wonder- 
ful thing that has happened to 
you. We are all ‘so glad. We did 
not think you were on the right 
track when you were going around 
murdering Christians and we are 
so happy now that you are all 
straightened out. You won't do it 
any more. But Paul, listen—we 
just want to tell you something-—— 
don't carry this thing too far, you 
know. A lot of these Christians 
have gone so far with the thing 
that they are dying; some of them 
are being feq to the lions and 
Nero's murdered a bunch of them, 
made them torches to light the 


,city, but Paul, don't you go that 


far. You won't, will you? 
right to be a Christian—just 
don’t carry it too far.” Did you 
ever hear that? I have heard that 
much 


It is 


30 

I shall never forget when I came 
back to college after I dedicated 
my heart and life to Jesus Christ. 
I was telling one of the young 
fellows there that I felt God had 
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called me to the Christian min- 
istry. He put his arm around me 
and said, “Say Jack, that’s fine. 
You know, it is a wonderful thing 
to have a life that is useful. But 
you Know, listen: don’t let the 
thing get you.” But I thank God 
it got me! Believe me, it got me! 
I would rather be a fool for the 
Lord Jesus Christ than to be a 
fool for the Devi] any day, any 
time, any place. 

And when they said that to 
Paul, I know what he said. He said 
in Acts 20:24, “None of these 
things move me, neither count I 
my life dear unto myself.” Oh, no! 
.He didn’t care. Paul did not go 
around dodging death. He walked 
right into it. He knew that when 
he was on the side of Jesus Christ 
and walking in the center of His 
will, he was absolutely invincible. 
He knew that the Lord was not 
going to take him home until 
his time was up, until he was 
through with his ministry. So he 
went right straight ahead. He had 
no fears, and he asked no favors. 
He just went with his hand in the 
hand of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
he was absolutely irresistible. He 
was a fool in the eyes of the world, 
but, bless your heart, he was the 
smartest man of his day as far as 
God was concerned. He was living 
his life for Jesus Christ. He 
thought more of Christ than he 
did of comfort. He thought more 
of service than he did of safety. He 
thought more of Christ than he 
did of a cowardly course. He fixed 
his eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and shat became his goal. And if 
he had not been a fanatic for 
Christ, we never would have heard 
his name today. 


Paul or Nero? 

Nero was a wise man. The 
people of Nero’s day applauded 
him. They erected monuments to 
his honor. They made. great 
temples. He went through the 
streets and people crowded the 
‘ curbing in order that they might 
just have a look at him. He was 
a wise man, because the world 
said, “Caesar’s smart; Paul’s a 
fool.” But do you know how the 
thing has changed? It has changed 
So much that when we look back 
across the centuries and look for 
a name for our dog, we call our 
dog Nero; but when we want to 
name our sons, we cal] them Paul! 
But if Paul had not been a 
fanatic, you never would have 
heard his name! You would never 
have known anything about him. 

I suppose his townsmen took 
care of themselves. I suppose they 
were very careful to conform so 
that nobody would think they were 


the least bit out of line. They 
never did shout “Amen!” when 
they weren’t supposed to. They 


were very careful. They never did 
get out on the highways and the 
byways and preach out their heart. 
They never knew what it was 
to be stoned and their bodies 
dragged out bruised and beaten, 
and then go back and preach at 
the same place again. No. No! 
They never knew anything about 
that. And that is why we have 
forgotten them. We do not. even 
know who they were. We haven't 
a name from Tarsus. Tarsus gave 
the world only one name and that 
name is the name of that man who 
became a fanatic for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. May God make you 
and me just that kind of a fanatic 
for Jesus! 


Well, you know the fact of it is 
when Pliny wrote the emperor 
about these early Christians, this 
is the way he wrote him, this is 
just about the way he said it: 
“Well now, these Christians are 
nice people, but they are headed 
wrong. They just don’t know life. 
They ought to fall into our Roman 
ways of living, then they would 
know what life really is.” 

You know, it is a strange thing, 
but the world has not changed a 
bit. That is what they say today. 
They feel sorry for folks who are 
out-and-out for Jesus Christ. They 
say, “Poor folks; they are not 
getting anything out of life.” 
Bless your heart, we are getting it 
all and they are getting nothing! 

Then Pliny went on to _ say, 
“They are enthusiastic but they 
are impractical. They have ideals 
too high for us to reach.” My, 
that sounds like an editorial out 


LJ 
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of our own daily newspaper. But 
oh, what happened! Listen: if 
these early Christians had fallen 
into the Roman ways of living; if 
they had _ followed out that 
familiar proverb, “When in Rome, 
do as Rome does’; if they had 
gone staggering down the high- 
ways of unmentionable impurity; 
if they had desecrated themselves 
in immorality, in a stench that to 
this very hour is odious; if they 
had done as Rome did, we never 
would have heard of them. They 
would have been swallowed up in 
the cesspool of their day and for- 
gotten. But thank God, these 
early Christians stoog like bul- 
warks and Gibraltars against the 
lewdness and the sin of their day! 
Yes, they were. persecuted, they 
were mistreated, they were abused, 
they were murdered, they were 
butchered, they suffered without 
end, they burned. There was no 
known method of torture that was 
not used on these early Christians. 
And yet, in the midst of it all, they 
never wavered in their determin- 
ation to go on with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And within a few brief 
decades they absolutely conquered 
the Roman government. They 
made public sin unpopular and 
changed the moral standards of 
the public. Infanticide was van- 
ished. The gladiatorial combats 
were forbidden. And finally, you 
remember that they hag to their 
cause thirty million who named 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
These early Christians dared to 
be fanatics for the Lord Jesus. 
They dared to be so out and out 
that they were distinguished by 
the line of demarkation. Oh, God 
help us again to be fanatics in the 
Same sense that those early 
Christians were, so that the world 
will know that we are out and out, 
entirely, totally, everlastingly out 

outside the camp for the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 


Then people were called fanatics 
because they dared the impossible. 
In fact, that is true in every sphere 
of life. Do nothing and you are 
prudent. Do nothing and you are 
wise in the eyes of the world. You 
are sensible. Dare the impossible 
and you are branded immediately 
as a fanatic. But oh. how often 
history has proven that the 
fanatics of yesterday have become 
the heroes of today! You. know, 
those early Christians dared the 
impossible. Sometimes, when we 
think about that group upon whom 
Jesus laid the responsibility of the 
evangelization of the world, it is 
almost a greater miracle than any- 
thing that Jesus ever did, in His 
own preaching ministry. Believe 
you me, they were the most un- 
likely group that could possibly 
be found. They represented the 
most godly array that I believe 
could ever be brought together. 
There they were. You look at them 
and they were utterly, absolutely 
insignificant. There they were—a 
few fishermen, a tax collector, (a 
very unpopular man; everybody 
hated him), other common men. 
Most of them were taken from the 
usual strata of life. With the ex- 
ception perhaps of Luke, there was 
not one outstanding one, not one 
who had unusual ability. Yet they 
set out to evangelize the world, 
and they looked like a bunch of 
victims. But bless your hearts, 
before the first century passed, 
they looked like victors, and they 
are! Yes, you take any field where 
men dare the impossible and they 
are always called fanatics. 


Heroes of History Dared the 
Impossible 

I never realizeq until just -a 
short time ago when I was doing 
a little reading, that the airplane 
is only about forty years old. And 
when those two Wright brothers 
took off on their initial flight, do 
you know that everybody stayed 
away from those two boys. They 
were afraid of them. They thought 
there was something wrong with 
them, that they were not well 
when it came to their mentality. 
People felt sorry for them. After 
their first flight, there was a 
newspaper reporter who wrote an 
article about them. They were 
called, “Those crazy Wright 
brothers.” But when we _ think 
about them today, we do not 
think about them as being nuts 
and fanatics and fools. We think 
of them as great exponents and 


possibly the founders of what we 
call the They were 
fanatics then, but they are heroes 
now. 


air age. 


I found out one time when 


Philip Reed, who suggested the idea 
of the telephone went to some 
well-to-do business men and pre- 
sented them with his idea, they all 
felt sorry for him, and they thought 
that maybe he ought to be sent to 
an institution, his idea was so 
fantastic. But now, when we make 
a telephone call from Chicago to 
London in five seconds and are 
linked up, we do not think that 
Philip Reed was such a nut and 
such a fanatic. We think he was 
a pretty wise man. In fact, 
think that he was a hero. 

We hear a lot of things about 
Columbus, but if you really read 
your history books, you will find 
out that everybody thought 
Columbus was absolutely stark 
mad, insane. He believeq the world 
was round when the popular 
opinion of his day was that it was 
flat. People thought that if you 
sailed out so far, then all of a 
sudden you would come to a 
place where you would drop off. 
Nobody was quite sure about what 
you would drop. off into, but 
nobody was going to take any 
chances. And you remember when 
he tried to recruit his crew, he 
could not find anybody who was 
living in a nice home and raising 
a family and living a normal] life. 
He had to go to the prison and 
penitentiary to get men who did 
not have anything else to do but 
to die. They figured they might 
as well die going off that-——-what- 
ever you went off into I dg not 
know—as to ot in prisons. So 
they started out. When we think 
of Columbus today, we do not 
think of him as that fool who 
thought that a route could be 
found to the Indies because the 
world was round! No, we think of 
him as probably the greatest 
pioneer the world has evef known, 
in the sense that he was the first 
one to bridge the great gulf of the 
seas, 


we 


So we could go on. I have just 
been reading that great book, 
England: Before And Alter Wes- 
ley. If anybody ever suffered 
perescution as far as the opinion 
of the world was concerned, those 
early pilgrims, who came to our 
shores from England, did. Because 
of the intense persecution that 
they received, they finally said, 
“Well, there is no use. We can’t 
stay here any longer. Nobody 
wants us here. We might as well 
get in a boat ang go over there to 
the new world and see if we can- 
not establish a colony.” So a 
bunch of fanatics got on a boat, 
and every paper in England ridi- 
culeqd them, said they were a 
bunch of nuts, a bunch of fools 
‘who did not know what they were 
doing, taking their children over 
there to-die. They came here and 
landed on these shores of ours with 
hot tears running down their 
cheeks, to found a country for the 
glory of God. They said that they 
undertook their mission on the 
basis of the Christian faith. And 
when we today think about those 
early pilgrims who laid the founda- 
tion of America, we would not dare 
call them fools; we call them men 
of foresight and vision. We call 
them the greatest exponents of 
religious liberty in the modern 
era. We think of them as heroes. 
You see, if they had not been 
fanatics, they never would have 
been heroes. 


When I think about the world, 
I think also about the men who 
have dared the impossible for God. 
There was a day, you know, when 
a minister was counted the poorest 
risk that an insurance company 
would have. They would = sell 
insurance to the rest of the folks 


without any trouble, but’ they 
would not sell insurance to a 
minister except at a_ higher 


premium. The reason was that they 
worked so hard and preached so 
strenuously and overworked their 
bodies so much in the service of 
the Lord and they rode their 
horses so long and so far that they 
died before they were supposed to. 
So the insurance conrpanies said, 
“We can write a usual rate for 
most people, but we have to make 
the premium a little higher for 
ministers.” Oh, my! 
versal problem it,is now, when we 
ministers can get it cheaper than 


anybody else, because we are 


a en er oe 
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likely to live longer than anybody 
else! You see, the whole picture 
has changed. We are the best risk 
there is. Listen: our forefathers 
wept and agonized before the Lord 
and preached so hard that they 
died doing it. The secret of their 
mighty success was their whole- 
hearted commitment, their full 
Surrender, their buring zeal, their 
undying effort tod win men and 
women to Jesus Christ. They 
burned in the fervor of His great 
love. . 

You think about David Living- 
stone and you think about some- 
pody wo dared the impossible. He 
went to Africa when it was really 
a dark continent. He went there 
thinking that he wouldenever re- 
turn. He thought he was going 
there to plant his life for the glory 
of Jesus Christ. He certainly 
looked fanatical then. But bless 
your heart, we look at him now 
as one of the greatest missionaries 
ihe world has ever known, 

I think about John G. Paton. He 
went to the New Hebrides when 
they were cannibalistic, when any- 
body who went there were going 
certainly into the jaws of death, 
when even the British government 
warned that it was the most 
dangerous place for anybody to set 
foot. They actually said they could 
see the bieached bones of ship- 
wrecked mariners who had been 
eaten by the cannfbals on those 
islands. You remember that after 
John G. Paton had been there just 
a little while, his sweet, lovely, 
charming little companion, his 
bride who had come to share his 
sorrows and to share his joys and 
to win souls with him, died in his 
arms. And you remember how, 
after he had built the coffin with 
his own hands and laid her down in 
the ground, for days and nights 
he stoog over that little grave all 
alone. Oh, what thoughts must 
have raced through his mind! But 
in it all, he was daring the im- 
posible for Jesus Christ, and he 
stayed there, and he stayed and he 
stayed until those islands were 
dotted with little churches, until 
those cannibals were won to eJsus 
Christ. 

In this last war, when our 
fliers were weary and tired, and 
the government thought that they 
needed a little rest, .hey thought 
that the finest haven that could be 
found in the whole Pacific, the 
finest haven that could be found 
anywhere, were the New Hebrides. 
And that is where they sent our 
boys for rest, 


Oh, listen; had not John G. 
Paton dared the impossible for 
God, nothing would ever have been 
done. And the marvelous part of it 
is that when men dare the impos- 
sible for God, in His strength they 
do it! They do it! You dare the 
impossible for God, and you can 
do it, 

We think of Hudson Taylor, a 
great inspiration to missionaries. 
He pioneered in China for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He dared the im- 
possible. He did it. 

We think of Adoniram Judson. 
I do not know anybody that brings 
sorrow from my heart, I do not 
know any one who makes me feel 
sadder as I read his stories, than 
Adoniram Judson, especially when 
I read of how, for seven years, 
he labored, seven years he 
poured out his soul, seven years 
he did everything he could do to 
win men and women to Jesus 
Christ, and for seven years he 
never saw a singie soul saved. Yet 
he never gave up, he never 
stopped. Even while he was suffer- 
ing, he meticulously and accurately 
was .ranslating the Word of God, 
and bless God, in due time the 
increase came, He dared the im- 
possible with his life, and in the 
hands of Jesus Christ and in His 
power, he did it. 

We could go on. The list knows 
no end, for the ink is never dry 
in the writing of the glorious 
victory and triumph of those who 
dare the impossible in the name 
of Jesus* Christ and under the 
benediction of His will and do it. 

Finney came from the woods 
with his soul on fire for God, with 
a vision of what a revival could 
mean. And daring the impossible, 
he preached until he saw that re- 
vival, fall and the whole life of 


America transformed by the 
power of God. 
The same could be _ said of 


Evan Roberts, Savonarola, Huss— 
so we could go on. Martin Lather 


dared the impossible. He refused 


to submit to the mandate of the 
Diet of Worms. I never heard of 
anything that was named better 
than that thing—the Diet of 
Worms. And the only reason that 
we remember the Diet of Worms 
is because of the stand that Martin 
Luther took. If he had not dared 
the impossible for God, if he had 
not dared the impossible for Jesus 
Christ, the Protestant Reformation 
might have been’ deferred, and 
many of its victories never won. 

I could go on, but my time is 
up. Oh, beloved, it is about time 
that we became fanatics for Jesus. 
It is about time that we begin te 
dare the impossible for God. And 
when we do, we are going to get 
victory. When we do, we are going 
to have the power that we want 
to have. When we do, we are going 
to have the revival that God 
wants to give. 

Just these lessons, and then I 
am going to stop. These fanatics 
achieved. They won their victory 
because they went in Christ’s 
power. When you cast yourself as 
a fool on Jesus, then you abso- 


lutely relieve yourself of the 
pride that comes in _ self-suf- 
ficiency and you are. utterly 


depending on Him, and you Can- 
not do the impossible thing until 
you know that it is Jesus who is 
doing it. And when you realize 


that, you trust His power to 
magnify itself, and it always 
does. 


Then another thing about these 
early Christians, these great 
fanatics was that they won their 
victories, not by request, but they 
won them by conquest. They went 
right out in the midst of the shot 
and the shell. They went right out 
where the blood was being spilled. 
They went out where their fellow 
companions were dying. They went 
out where there was a price to be 
paid, and they paid it. And biess 
God, they won! They won! 

Oh, realizing, knowing that the 
hope of the world is in those who 
are giving to Msus Christ every- 
thing, who are willing to be fools, 
God grant that you may say 
within your souls as I shall say 
in mine, “O Lord Jesus, this night 
separate me, this night make me 
in the eyes of the world <« fool, for 
I want to be 


classified among 
those of whom the _ Scripture 
speaks when it says, ‘And they 


that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteous- 
ness aS the stars for ever and 
ever.’”’ May God give us the cour- 
age to be fools in the eyes of 
the world that we might be wise 
under the loving eyes of Jesus 
Christ. Let us be fools for Christ, 
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jJutely there is no other way. There 
is no other way! 

And note again the words, “The 
Son of man must be lifted up 
[what for?]; that whosoever” 
may be saved. Aren’t you glad 
that word whosoever is in there” 
If there were a certain name 
there, there might be somebody 
else with your name and it would 
not get to you. I read of a man 
who had a valuable present sent 
him through the mail. He almost 
did not receive it because there 
was another man in the same city 
who had the same name he had, 
and it went to the wrong man. I 
am glad that Jesus was lifted up, 
but He must be lifted. up “that 
whosoever ... [That fixed it so I 
could get in there] believeth, [I 
have a mind and I have a heart, 
so I can do that, too] in him 
should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” 

I want you to consider, then, 
tohight three great truths found 
in our text, 


I. Sin Must Be, Will Be 
Punished 

First of all, we have in this 
text the tremendous truth that sin 
must be and sin will be punished 
If you are unsaved tonight, listen 
to me. And if you are a Christian 
you listen to me, too. If you are a 
Christian you have the job of tell- 
ing other people about the plan of 
salvation. If you are doing what 
God called you to do and saved 
you for, you are witnessing. And 
if you are not, you are disobedient 
and unhappy and a _ stumbling 
block in the way of others. I want 
to call to your attention tonight 
a great truth that is being ignored 
all over this vast nation of ours, 
and that is the simple truth that 
sin must be punished. 

God must punish sin. If there 
has ever been a sin since the first 
down to the last one that escapes 
the punishment of God, then we 
do not have any God. A God who 
lets sin get by is not a just God. 
A God who will not punish sin is no 
good. I would not worship a God 
who would not punish sin. A holy 
God would not be holy if He let sin 
go unpunished. Sin is lawlessness. 
Sin is setting man’s will against 
the will of God. The only person 
who ever lived and who was never 
puilty of sin and the only Person 
who ever lived who never did His 
own will simply but always 
will of His Father. Jesus never 
even spoke His own words. Every 
word He ever spoke, the Father 
gave Him. And every act He ever 
committed, He acted through the 
will of the Father. He came, He 
said, to do God’s will. When He 
came into the world He said: “Lo 
I come to do thy will, O God” 
(Heb. 10:9). And He could say, “I 
do always the things which please 
Him.” (John 8:29) Nobody else 
has ever been able to say that. 

Sin is putting your will up 
against God’s will. It may mani- 
fest itself in two different ways: 
first, by transgression of God's 
‘thou shalt not’s.’ You know the 
holy law pf Almighty God is 
made up of two kinds of expres- 
sions: thou shalt not do some 
things, and thou shalt do some 
things. My friends, some people 
are guilty of terrible transgres- 
sions. They do things God said 
they must not do. But oh, all of us 
are guilty of coming short of the 
‘thou shalt’s’ of the Bible. If sin 
were just a matter of cursing or 
getting drunk or committing 
adultery, this matter would be 
simpler. But sin is not simply do- 
ing some bad things. Sin is also 
failing to do some good things. 
The biggest sin that any human 
being could possibly commit 
would not be adultery, would not be 
violating the Sabbath, would not 
be stealing, would not be coveting; 
the biggest sin that any human 
could commit would be failing to 
live up to the first great com- 
mandment, “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind.” Oh, that coming short, 
that coming short of God’s divine 
_ Standard! Bear in mind and let me 


a Saviour. 


the | 


Eternal Hell 


repeat that sin may manifest 
itself in doing things that God 
says we are not to do, and sin 


may manifest itself in our coming 
short of God’s requirements of 
what we are to do and what we 


are to be. Some of us may not 
have transgressed as much as 
others, but all of us have come 


short of the glory of God. 


Now sin must be punished. 
Every time you ever transgress 
God's holy law, that sin must be 
punished. And every second of 
your life that you have failed to 
measure up to God’s holy require- 
ment of loving Him with all your 
heart and all your soul and all 
your strength and your neighbor 
as yourself, that sin must be pun- 
ished. God is going to punish sin. 

“Now,” you say, “where did you 
find that in the text, Brother 
preacher?” I found it in the word 
must. I will tell you why Jesus 
Christ had to die. He had to die 
because God must punish sin. 

Now listen to me tonight. ‘The 
Bible teaches that God has*a law. 
Romans, chapter 7, tells us it is 
a holy law, and it is a just law. 
It is a good law. Now listen to 
me. The law was not given to get 
anybody saved. The law was given 
to God’s people as a guide for 
their living and to reveal to on- 
coming generations their need of 
Christians are not 
under the law now as a guide and 
standard for their living, but the 
holy law of God is still the divine 
standard of protection and God's 
requirement for every human be- 
ing, and it still reveals to men and 
women that they need a Saviour 
from the curse of a perfect 
that brings its requirement 
not the wherewithal 


law 
but 
to measure 


up. 
A law that does not have a 
penalty for its violation is not 


worth a dime. You cannot run the 
city of Chicago very long unless 


its laws have a sting to them. You | 


turn everybody loose to park 
where they want to and drive as 
fast as they want to, etc., and’ you 
will have more deaths than you 
have now. You go down here and 


break the speed law and if a c p | 


sees you he will give you a ticket. 
And you will have 
penalty of that 
Every violation of God's holy law 
has a penalty attached to it, ana 


to pay 


somebody must pay the fine. God | 


said to Adam and Eve, “But ot 
the tree of the knowledge of g 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou 
thereof thou shalt surely die.” 
There will be a penalty for violat- 
ing that holy law which says that 
you are not to touch the fruit of 
that tree. Ezekiel 18:4 says, “Be- 
hold, all souls are mine: the 
soul of the father, the 
soul of the son is mine: the soul 
that sinneth, it shatl die.” I am 
trying to prove the point. People 
do not believe it now. People do 
not act like they believe it now. 
But all sin is going to be punished. 
God is going to punish sin! God's 
holy law has a penalty. 

And, the Bible says this penalty 
is always executed. Hebrews 2:2 
says that under the law “every 
trangression and disobedience re- 
ceived a just recompense of re- 
ward.” That is God’s way of doing 
things. Let me repeat it: every 
sin that has ever been committed 
from the first one to the last one 
will be punished. God is not going 
to let a one off. God is not going 
to overlook.a one. God is not going 
to wink His eye at a one. Sin must 
be punished! I tell you why Jesus 
must be lifted up, and that is be- 
cause sin must be punished. 

Oh, we think we can talk God 
into overlooking sin. We think 
that maybe the way of salvation is 
for God to change His mind and 
say, “Well I won’t punish sin.” 
But we just think that; it is not 
true. The way a sinner can be 
saved from paying the penalty of 
his sin is not by trying to get 
somebody to get God to overlook it 
and to relax that penalty and 
make it a little easier. But some- 
body will have to come and be the 
sinner’s substitute and pay the 


SOOT 


as 


so also 


| penalty for him. God has got to 


the | 


violated law. | 


eatest | 


laid sin on Him and punished sin 
in Him so that He could be just 
by punishing sin and yet save un- 
godly people and let them go free. 
Jesus was lifted up because sin 
must be punished. 


Il. The Inevitable Choice: 
Hell or Blood Redemption 
If that is true, therm in the sec- 

ond place it is also true that 

everybody, whether a deacon in 
the church, pastor of the church. 
evangelist, singer in the choir, 
whoever you are—-everybody must 
either die in their sins (ior the 
wages of sin is death—that is the 
penalty) or there must be com- 
plete redemption from all of your 
sins through the blood of Jesus 

Christ. You can just take your 

choice. I tell you this Bible I have 

before me puts it just that plain. 

I wish I could make it just as 

plain as the Bible has it. Sin must 

be punished! Either you wil] have 
to go to Hell to receive punhish- 
ment for every sin you have ever 


committed, or you will have to 
get complete redemption from 
every sin you have ever commit- 


ted and ever will commit through 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 
Do you get it? God is going to 
punish sin. God is not going to let 
sin off. J do not know, maybe this 
will offend you——but I could not be 
a Catholic. You say, “Well, they 
pray to the Virgin Mary and they 
will show you you are ignorant. 
They talk to the Virgin Mary be- 
cause they say that she can get 
Jesus to do things better than we 
can.” In other words, they can get 
Mary, they think, to get Jesus to 
do something, to get Him to 
change His mind, or talk Him out 
of something. But you cannot get 
God to change His mind. You can- 
not get God not to punish sin. No- 
body can — thé Virgin Mary. or 
anybody else. 


I am telling you, God is going | 
| are | 
going to let Jesus pay for every | 


to punish sin. Either you 


one of your sins or you are going 
to go to Hell, and God will exact 


a Saviour from all of your sins 
Or yOu are going to have to pay 
for every one of them when you 
get to Hell. “The Son of man must 
be lifted up.” There is no other 
way unless everybody goes to 
Hell. The only way anybody can 
be kept out of Hell is for Jesus 
Christ to die on the cross to pay 
for sin. Now listen to me: all of 
my sins, all of this preacher's 
sins, will be punished. I am forty- 
one years of age. I suppose that 
for thirty-six years of my life, at 
least, I have been accountable to 
God. You are wrong if you think 
a five-year-old child of average 
intelligence and some Christian 
background does not know right 
from wrong and is not spiritually 
accountable to God. You had 
better wake up, my friends. Thirty- 
six years a sinner! Never a blessed 
moment of my life free from sin! I 
am unable to stand here and turn to 
a second in my life when I did not 
break the first commandment. 
Maybe you can walk up here to the 
platform and tell the truth and say 
that you love the Lord God with 
all your mind, but I cannot. Maybe 
you can say that you love Him 
with all of your strength, but I 
cannot. All of my sins will be 
punished. And suppose I © live 
thirty-six more years, or twenty 
more years, Or five more years. 
Five more years to stoop in sin! 
Five more years without meeting 
God's perfect standard. And all of 
those sins will be punished! Yet 
having said that, I am not going 
to Hell. The only reason I am not 
going to Hell is because I believe 
in Him, lifted up to receive God's 


for your sins, but He died for 
mine. You do not have to let Him 
be your Saviour, but I have ie 
Him be mine. Maybe you do not 
need Him as your Saviour; but J] 
do. You can have anything else 
I have, but do not take my 
Saviour. I must have a Saviour! 
I do not want to go to Hell to pay 
for my sins, do you? Not me! 
“Well,” you say, “Brother 
Preacher, I haven't done so very 
badly. But I remind you that ALA, 
SIN will be punished. Not only the 
big sins, but all of them. You de 
not need a Saviour just for a few 
big sins. You must have a Saviour 
from al) of your sins. I am not 
going to Hell, because Jesus was 
lifted up to die for all of miy sing 


Ill. Believing, Trusting im 
Christ, the Only Way to 
Be Saved 


The last thought I have tonig® 
iS this: how can a guilty sinner 
like Rolfe Barnard, guilty of trans- 
gressing Gods holy law, be saved? 
You may say, “Well, I never com 
mited adultery.” Well, bless your 
heart, I wish I could Say that, 
Jesus said, “Whosoever looketh om 
a woman to lust after her hath 
committed adultery with her ab 
ready in his heart.” And there 
not a man in this house tonight 
who is not guilty of that sin. I 
have transgresseq God's holy law 
—how can I be saved? Is there 
any way to keep me from going te 
Hell? God must punish that sin. 

I think of al] the times I have 
used God’s holy name in vain. Om 
the farm I used to have to plow 

(Continue@ on Page 8) 
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MANY SAVED AT WINSTON- 
SALEM REVIVAL CAMPAIGN 


The Four-Weeks City-Wide Revival Campaign in Winston- 
Salem, N. C., Led by the John R. Rice - Harry D. Clarke 
Party in Big Tobacco Warehouse, Drawing Crowds 
of Thousands, With Hundreds Being Saved. 


Praise the Lord with me for 
His wonderful blessing on the 
Winston-Salem city-wide revival 


eampaign! Dr. Harry D. Ciarke, 
song leader; my daughter, Grace 
Jean Rice, pianist and secretary, 
and I (with additional help trom 
Mrs. Harry D. Clarke, pianist, 
Secretary Viola Walden, and ad- 
vance men Bill Mann and Nay- 
mond Cutchin) are engaged in a 
blessed revival campaign at Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C. We started 
out with 37 churches cooperating 


That number has steadily grown 
until the number of cooperating 
churches is about § filty The 
crowds are enormous One pas- 


tor who has been here long years 


said that the crowds are the 
greatest ever attending religious 
services in Winston-Salem; larg- 
er, he thought, than those at- 


tending the blessed revivals con- 
ducted by Billy Sunday and Gipsy 
Smith. The pastors have been 
warmly sympathetic and coopera- 
tive on the whole. The best men 
among them were friendly and 


‘els”’ 


Christian in their attitude, hoping 
that the campaign would prove 
successful, willing for the evan- 
gelist to prove himself. But from 
an attitude of prayerful hopeful- 
ness they have grown to one of 


enthusiastic approyal! Naturally 
some churches which never have 
revival campaigns and the pas- 


tors of liberal tendencies we would 
not expéct to cooperate heartily in 
such a campaign. But the strong- 
est churches in town, both spirit- 
ually and numerically, are in the 
ce*apaign officially. 

This is one of the two great 
Moravian centers in America. All 
the Moravian churches in town 
(mniney and some in nearby com- 
munities are actively cooperat- 
ing. Bishop J. Kenneth Pfohi, 
greatly beloved Moravian leader, 
a man of deep piety and powertfu! 
leadership in his denomination all 
over America, and among other 
Christians in this area, was in 
the opening meeting and led in 
fervent prayer. Before the cam- 
paign, when Mr. William F. Mann, 
my special representacive, talked 
to Bishop Pfohl about the cam- 
Paign and asked if he would be 
interested in a mass revival move- 
ment, he answered, “I certainly 
am interested in revival. That 
chair is the chair with which 
Billy Sunday drove the Devil back 
to Hell!” He was keeping as a 
sacred memento of the blessed 
Billy Sunday campaign the com- 
mon kitchen chair the famous 
evangelist used on the platform 
in his acrobatic and dramatic gos- 
pel preaching. 

All the Baptist churches in the 
city are cooperating. Rev. J. M. 
Hayes, pastor of the North Win- 
ston Baptist Church, and presi- 
dent of the local Ministerial Asso- 
ciation, is the chairman of the 
campaign revival committee. 

A number of Methodist churches 
@re cooperating. Dr. B. A. Culp 
of the First Methodist Church, a 
greatly loved and devout, old- 
fashioned Methodist preacher, has 
been very active and helps in the 


campaign... Several Presbyterian 
churches, including the First 
Presbyterian Church; the First 


Christian Reformed Church, Chris- 
tian Missionary Alliance church, 
and others, are officially in the 
campaign. Day services are held 
in the First Presbyterian Church. 

Morning Devotion time on both 
local radio stations is turned over 
to the campaign. 


The Crowds 

The front-page picture shows a 
section of the crowd after one 
week of the campaign. Actually 
the crowds have been greater than 
most of the participating pastors 
expected. We worked furiously 
to prepare seating for the first 
Sunday; since that time we have 
borrowed and built seats for at 
least a thousand more. Now we 
think that this next Sunday night 
will see the building running over, 
with people standing again. 

Delegations have come in from 
many North Carolina _ cities. 


Groups of pastors have come from 
Burlington, High Point, Mt. Airy, 


etc. In every night service a 
large number of unsaved peopk 
are present in the old tobacco 
warehouse, where there are signs 
around the wall advertising ““Cam.- 
and “Prince Albert,” and 
where the smell of tobacco is on 
the building and on the hundreds 
of big tobacco baskets stacked to 
make the walls of the inquiry and 
prayer room. Lost sinners seem 
to feel at home. 


Miss Grace Jean Rice and Mrs 
Harry Clarke are at the two 
pianos. Dr. Harry D Clarke 
seems at his wonderful best di- 
recting, training, controiling the 
great choir as a mighty instru- 


ment of song, and in leading the 
large congregations. 


Many Are Being Saved 


Naturaliy in the first half ol 
the campaign we have not yet 
reachéd the highest tide. About 


a week was spent preaching to 
Christians, leading to revival. Yet 
we have had a good number saved 
every time the invitation was 
given. The first Sunday night 8 
or 10, on Thursday of the first 
week about 12, the second 5Sun- 
day night 34, Tuesday night 30, 
Wednesday night 12, Thursday 


night 25. I have not yet had an 
official report from the inquiry 
room about the count of those 
saved last night (Friday, August 


1), but they were numerous and 


happy. In the children’s meeting 
the first Saturday there were 
about 40 quiet, earnest profes- 


sions of faith, without any pres- 
sure and with very careful hand- 
ling and teaching. Today there 
were twelve. 

There have been many remark- 


able conversions and reclamations. 
Last Wednesday night I preach- 


ed on “The Double Curse of 
Booze,” or “Do Drunkards Go to 
Hell?” It happened that a cou- 
ple from anotfer state were in 


the Robert E. Lee Hotel, in Win- 
ston-Salem, where they had been 
drinking beer for three days. He 
is the president of a large furni- 


ture company. Both had already 
been Christians, had reared four 
children, taking them to Sunday 
School regularly, but had drifted 
into worldliness. ~When they 
went down for dinner in the hotel 
dining room, they saw a card 
announcing the revival campaign 
He said to his wife, “‘Vife, we 
must go. We've got to get some 
things settled.” They left the 


table without eating their dinner, 
came to the meeting. They were 
profoundly moved by the message 
and Miss Viola Walden = soon 
brought them both to me at the 
invitation time, to confess their 
back-sliding and Both were 
in tears. The man was sobbing 
aloud as he took my hand. The 
lady held to my hand and cried. 
They went to the inquiry room 
and were dealt with by Brother 
Hayes, the chairman, where they 
poured out their hearts to God 
in prayer, made their confession 
and their new vows to live again 
for the Lord. Then the business 
man gave Mr. Hayes a $20.00 
bill to apply on the expense of 
the campaign and came again to 
tell me how happy he was in the 
Lord, how grateful for the service. 


The same night a man of thirty- 
five or forty, perhaps, came to 
accept Christ. When he took my 
hand I asked him, “Do you real- 
ize that you are a sinner, a poor 
sinner who cannot save yourself, 
one who needs God's forgiveness 
and mercy?” 


He answered, “I sure am, down 
to the last notch.” He said he 
had been guilty of all I had been 
preaching about, and since my 
double theme was the curse of 
God on drunkenness (Isaiah 
28:1) and God’s curse on those 
who give others drink (Habbakuk 
2:15), I took it that he had been 
guilty of both. Later I was told 
that a notorious bootlegger was 
Saved that night. At any rate, 
he was wonderfully saved. Satur- 
day night he sat in the service 
with such a happy face that I 


sin. 


|asked him, “Wouldn't you want to 


sing in the choir?” 

“No, I have a job to do back 
here,” he said. And at the invi- 
tation time here he came, leading 
a man to Christ, a man who was 
an old friend. 


Later News Written Monday 

‘tine deep conviction tnat nas 
followed my preaching on _ sin 
seems to me a wonderful evidence 


of the Holy Spirit’s presence. 
Among the many who came to 
Christ Saturday night was a 


young woman, perhaps 25, sob- 
bing convulsively. She said to 
me, “Preacher, I prayed all last 
night for God to have mercy on 
me!” 

Among those saved Friday 
night were a young man and 
woman engaged to be married. 
They came separately, but both 
under deepest conviction, both 
weeping. I am told that when she 
was led into the inquiry room for 
further instruction she fell on her 


knees and when they started to 
talk to her she said, “Wait! God 
is speaking to me.” After a bit 


of earnest prayer, confessing her 
sins to God, asking Him for for- 
giveness, she calmly arose and 
announced that it was settled. 
Then they showed her the Scrip- 
ture for assurance, She went 
then to her sweetheart, there in 
the inquiry room, and said, “Now 
that we are saved, do yu want 
me to join your church or will 
you join mine?” and they made 
their plans for cnurch member- 
ship and a Christian home. 


Saturday night this young 
woman won a friend to Christ and 
brought her down the aisle to 


confess the Saviour. 

Again and again we have seen 
those who found Christ in one 
service come forward the next 
night bringing a friend to accept 
the Saviour. That seems to me 
to be a genuine mark of New Tes- 
tament revival. 

A few colored people are com- 
ing to the services. I have gone 
to great lengths to make them 
welcome. In fact, I met with 
ten colored pastors, earnestly 
urging cheir cooperation in the 
meetings. In two services colorea 
children have been the first to 
respond to the invitation to ac- 
cept Christ. On Saturday -night 
one of the most moving scenes- I 
ever witnessed occurred when a 
beautiful white girl, about fifteen, 
led a Negro man to the front to 
take my hand in token of his 
surrender to Christ. Dr. Clarke 
said to the choir, “Bless her heart 

she is a missionary!” Racial 
tensions here in the South are 
very strong. I know that south- 
ern people have sinned much in 
relation to the Negro, but after 
careful and intimate study I have 
learned that colored people do 
more to cause them than white 
people do. There is the continual 
agitation among them by radical 
labor leaders and communists. 
But the graee of God can bridge 
the chasm of racial misunder- 
standing and intolerance. That 
tender girl saw the big Negro man 
hold his hand for pra ver, and her 
soul cried out for his salvation, 
and She brought him. Then I 
turned the humble convert over to 
Dr. Culp, pastor of the First 
Methodist Church, for further in- 
struction in the inquiry room. 

I am now writing on Monday 
morning. Sunday night fifteen 
came to accept Christ as Saviour 
and I suppose fully twice as many 
backsliders came to confess a life 


of worldliness 3nd sin and. lost 
joy. The first two who came 
forward last night, strangely 


enough were old people. From 
one part of the audience came 
a man, perhaps sixty-five, neatly 
dressed, evidently a fine, self-re- 
specting citizen, to tell me he had 
tried the best he knew but he 
had come to the conclusion that 
his efforts were not enough. I 
told him that human goodness 
could never save a soul:. that he 
must surrender himself and trust 
himself to Christ who would free- 
ly forgive him and _ save _ him. 
“That is just what I mean to do 
tonight,” he said. Then from an- 
other part of the audience came 
a old woman of similar age to 
accept Christ as Saviour. The 
two cases were unrelated but it 
was remarkable that the conviec- 
tion was so great that the first 
ones to come were old people. 


An Earnest Request for 


Prayer 
Today is Monday, “Rest Day,” 


What God Wants from You 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(As published in the DAILY NEWS under auspices of Chicago 
Christian Business Men’s Committee.) 


“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 


despise.’’—Psa. 51:17. 


Fat rams? 
lambs? 


Red bullocks and heifers? 
David had all these, but God did not want them. He 
demanded a broken and a‘ contrite heart of David! 


Prime spring 


Not 


money, not hymns played on David’s harp, not formal wor- 
ship in the temple, not an outward morality, but a penitent 
and contrite heart is what God requires, 


First, God requires a heart that confesses and turns 


from its sin. 


This fifty-first Psalm was written as an in- 


spired prayer after David had fallen into gross sins, adultery 


and murder. 


How can a sinner do anything to please a holy 


God until he first confesses and hates his own sin, and turns 


from it! 


Oh, to see a burden for sin! 


Oh, to see a revived 


moral conscience that will cause men to grieve over their 


wrongs and forsake them! 
repentance is hypocrisy. 
windows! 


Any pretended worship without 
“God Bless America” in tavern 
Church members who are unconverted! 


Jesus 


said, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 


i3:3; 3). 


heart. 


Since all are sinners in God’s sight, there can be 
no forgiveness, no salvation, 


without a penitent, contrite 


God will receive no other sacrifice. 


But “a broken spirit” also indicates an end of a rebel- 


lion, a surrender of the will. 
Indians,” 


“Only dead Indians are good 


said the settlers who defended lonely homesteads 
in the days of Indian massacres. 
tired of rebellion, can please God! 
a sinner is of any use until “broke.” 
Bow the long stubborn head! 


Well, only broken wills, 
Neither a wild horse nor 

Bend the knee, sinner! 
Unconditional surrender of 


heart is what God demands, and He will take no less! Reader, 
give up your wicked, self-centered will to the will of a loving 
God and His Son, our atoning Saviour! 


A» broken and contrite heart must necessarily be a trust- 


ing heart. 
heart to the Saviour! 


Oh, happy the sorrow, the trouble, if it leads the 
The wandering, stubborn sheep learns 


to love the fold, to trust to the loving care of the shepherd. 
The conquered wild horse trusts the wisdom and rein of the 


horseman. 


A good horse will jump * ~dly over a hedge be- 
yond which he cannot see. So ther 


cent sinner must trust 


to Christ alone to forgive and save; to give joy and strength 
and leadership and victory here, and Heaven and everlasting 


life hereafter. 


’ Reader, have you turned to your God with a 


heart? 


nitent 


Have you turned from your sin, in humble confes- 


sion, and trusted in Christ who died for you and offei.s freely 
to pardon and save you? Oh, do it today! 


“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” 


a vroken 


Read this again and decide today! 


we call it. It is the one day of 


the week without public services. 
Most other days I speak three or 
four times. But today we must 
finish editorial work on this copy 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
must plan and write advertising 
for perhaps, and do 
what can be done for a big “Sun- 
day. School Night” 
Revivals are hard work. In 
Christ's dear name I beg of you 
to pray for us. Dr. Clarke is 
working mighty hard, not only 
with the song leading but with 
hundreds of important. details 
about the meeting. He has en- 
listed preachers, supervised the 
building of benches, helped ma- 
ture plans for a big parade through 
the city next Saturday, dealt with 
pastors, tity officials, and the 
many committees needed in a big 
union revival campaign. Dr. 
Clarke’s work has been wonder- 
fully blest. My daughter Grace 
Jean, not only plays the piano for 
morning and evening services but 
works all day getting out letters, 
preparing advertising, calling pas- 
tors, Sunday School — superinten- 
dents and other workers, planning 
with the committee for children’s 
meetings, etc. Miss Viola Walden, 
my secretary, works hard, as 
always, partly on the work of 
the campaign here, tne book table, 
etc., and partly on the work of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
Please hold us up to God in earn- 
est prayer. We believe-these next 
two weeks will be tremendously 
important and greatly blessed. 
May God save hundreds of souls! 


tomorrow, 


on Tuesday 
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The “TIT Wills” of Jesus 


By REV. W. HERSCHEL FORD, D.D. 
Pastor Kirkwood Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia 


“Nevertheless I tell you the 
truth; It is expediept for you 
that I go away; for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you; but if I 
depart, I will send him unto 
you.”’—John 16:7, 


Sometime ago one business man 
said this about another one, “His 
word i8 a8 good as his bond.” It is 
fine when men can say this of 
you. Another business man had 
as his motto the words, “] always 
do what I say I will do.” We can- 
not say this of many men for they 


often disappoint us. They make 
promises and never keep them. 
They give their word and neve 


make it good. But there is One 
upon whose Word you can always 
depend —— Jesus. When Jesus Says, 
“T will,” we may 
will surely be 
promised certain things to us in 
the Bible. 
them already. He is doing others 
now, and He will do still 
in the future, Let us think today 
about the “1 wills’ of Jesus. 


I. The “I Will” of Salvation 


John 6:37 — “Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out.” 

This is the promise of reception 
for sinners. He is simply saying 
that no matter who you are, nor 
what your sins are -like, nor how 
far you have gone from God; if 
you will simply come to Jesus, He 
will not cast you out. If you try 
to join certain clubs you must have 
a certain amount of money. If you 
wish to join a certain lodge, they 
may “black-ball” you. If you 
would like to become a member of 
certain civic organizations, they 
have no room for you. But Jesus 
makes no such restrictions. The 
amount of money will not matter. 
He will never black-ball you. He 
will always have room for you. 
His only requirement is this: “Him 
that cometh to me.’ This means 
that you are to leave your sin in 
true repentance and to place all 
your faith in Jesus as Saviour. 


know 


Come ye sinners, poor and 


needy; 

Weak and wounded, sick and 
sore. 

Jesus ready stands te save 
you, 


Full of pity, love and power. 


A young soldier who had been 
living a sinful, careless life be- 
came a Christian. Everyone noted 
the great change in his life and 
asked him how it came about. He 
replied, “(Jesus Christ said to me, 
‘Right about face,’ and I obeyed 


others | 


that it | 
done. He has | 


i} into their 


Him in my heart.” That is con- 
version — turning about-face 
from .the world and its sin and 
turning to Christ the Saviour. If 
you are not a child of God today, 
whatever your sin may be, this is 
His “I will” for you. He simply 
Says, “Come to me, leave all your 
Sin, take me as your Saviour and 
I will not cast you out.” 


Il. The “I Will” of the Holy 
Spirit 

John 16:7 — “I will send him 
unto you.” 

Jesus here is leaving His dis- 
ciples. He has told them that He 
iS going to die, and He has looked 
sorrow-laden faces. 
With great compassion He says to 
them, “I will not leave you alon 

I will send my Spirit unto you.” 


He is here today in the hearts of 


|al Ithose who believe in C st 
He has done some of | (Cnrist. ] 


like the simple definition: 
Holy Spirit is God 
hearts of believers,” 


‘The 
li\ ing in the 


What is the Spirit’s work on 
earth? First of all. He convicts of 
sin. A man with sin in his heart 
goes on and on hardly realizing 
that he is a sinner. Then one day 
the Holy Spirit turns His light 
into the black heart and the man 
Sees it as a den of evil and wrong. 
He wants to do something about it 
and the Holy Spirit leads him to 
the foot of the cross and points 
Him to Christ. 

The Holy Spirit guides the 
Christian. There are many cross- 
roads in life and we know not 
which road to take. But we need 
not go by chance. The Christian 
prays for guidance and the Holy 
Spirit points out the best way 
for him, 

The Holy Spirit comforts the 
bereaved, Jesus called Him “the 
Comforter”. When sorrow comes 
we are not like orphans; we have 
a Holy Spirit who is like a tender 
mother, who puts His arms around 
us and speaks words of comfort 
unto Our hearts. 

The Holy Spirit helps us to 
understand the Bible. In my home 
I have a cozy chair in the corner 
of the living room. I sometimes 
sit there and read in the evening. 
I try to read by the light which 
comes in from a western window, 
but I find that light to be too dim, 
so I reach over and turn on an 
electric lamp which has _ been 
placeq on the table by the side of 
my easy chair. Immediately I can 
see clearly every letter and every 
word. In like manner we try to 
read the Bible by our dim intelli- 
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gence and its pages have little 
meaning for us, but when we turn 
on the light of God’s Holy Spirit, 
those deep truths are brightly 
illuminated and we understand as 
we can never do otherwise. 

The Holy Spirit inspires and em- 
powers us for service. He brings 
fruit into our lives. When we serve 
in our own strength we can do 
nothing, but when we have Him 
to empower us, our service really 
counts, 

Jesus said “I will send my 
Spirit.” What if He hadn’t come? 
You and I would be groping in 
spiritual darkness without God and 
without hope in the world. Thank 
God, Jesus did send His Holy 
Spirit! 


lit. The “I Will” of Constant 
Companionship 


Matthew 28:20 “Lo, I am 
iwill be| with you alway, 
unto the end of the world.” 


even 


Jesus had risen from the dead 


Forty days He had been upon the 
\earth and now He is going back | 
io the Father’s Home. He gave to | 
His disciples explicit directions as | 


to how His work was to be done 
and then He said. “I will be with 
you unto the end of the way.’ 
rhere is great encouragement here 
for every Christian worker. As 


you stand to preach or teach or 


sing, you know that you are not 
alone, but that you have the 
presence and power of the living 
Christ. ' 

I believe that this text goes 
further than this. Jesus is inter- 
ested in every phase of our lives 
and He promises to be with us 
everywhere. AS you go to your 
place of business, He goes there 
with you. He is particularly inter- 
ested in the things of the home. 
He goes with the young people to 
school, and out into every walk 
of life with each of us. 

After many years in Africa, 
David Livingstone returned to 
Oxford where he received an Hon- 
orary Degree. He stood before the 
students in the chapel and told of 
his life in the Dark Continent. He 
stood there with his limp arm 
hanging by his side, an arm that 
had been made helpless by the 
savage attack of a lion. He told 
of the long days and the lonely 


nights, and months when he never | 


saw a white man’s face. Then he 
said, “I will tell you what sus- 
tained me: it was the promise of 
Jesus where He said, ‘I will be 
with you.’ I could not have gone 
on if I had not felt that Christ 
Himself was walking by my side.” 


James Hilton has written a 
book. “We Are Not Alone.” Oh, 
heloved. remember this; we are 


never alone! Always, everywhere, 
._ from the time we give our 
hearts to Him until the time when 
we rest with Him in the Glory 
world — we have a wonderful 
companion and His name is Jesus! 


IV. The “I Will of His Mag- 
netic Power 


“And I, if I be 
earth, will 


12:32 
from the 


John 
lifted up 
draw all men unto me.” 

He was lifted up and He has 
been drawing men ever since. -He 
draws the black and white, the 
rich and the poor, the high and the 
low He draws all men. Aren't 
we glad that He drew us? We 
were in sin, going down to our 
doom, but one day we felt His 
drawing power, we yielded to Him, 
we came and knelt at His pierced 
feet and great joy and peace 
filled our souls. 

Oh, happy day that fixed my 

choice 

On Thee, my Saviour and my 

God. 

He draws in various ways. You 
go to church and hear a gospel 
sermon. Your heart is deeply 
moved and you may go away and 
forget, but Christ is drawing. You 
may be seriously sick and in your 
darkest moment you promise God 
that if He will give you back your 
health you will serve Him. You 
get well and forget the promise - 
yet Christ was drawing. You go 
to a funeral and hear about the 
hope which the Christian has and 
you say, “I have been too busy 
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| shall be 
| rather 


about other things — the main 
thing is to be a Christian. I am 
not ready, but some day my time 
will come. I must remember and 
get ready.” You go back to your 
office, and business cares crowd in 
upon you and you put the whole 
thing out of your mind. You go 
back to the old rut and God is for- 
gotten — yet He was drawing. 
May God help you to _ yield 


when He draws. He means good | 


for you, for today and tomorrow 
and for all the days that are to 
come. 


V. The “I Will” of the 


Blessed Hope 


John 14:5 “] wil Come again.” 


| 
! 
' 


’ 
’ 


Jesus went home to Heaven and | 


to tne Father’s House. Those who 
ioved Him remained 
troubled world 


here in a 
Is there no hope 


plessed hope. He is 
take us Home with Him where wi 
rorever more. 
Shrank from the thought 
ig. J thought Or mys 
home and my work and my loved 
ones, and I did not want to leave 
ihem. But His coming will not 
break up those things—it will only 
serve to make them perfect and 
complete. He will take us to a 
better and give us bette 
work and give our loved ones to 
uS in a land where we will never 
part agaan. 


of His comi 


home 


Moses wept because he wasn't 
going to be allowed the privilege 
of entering the Promised Land. 
vut I am sure God must have said. 
“Moses, I have something bette: 
for you than this. I have a 
rromised Land that far surpasses 


this one.” There are many good 


things in God's’ world. Those 
friends are very precious, but 
isn't Heaven better than this 


world, and isn’t Christ’s company 
better than that of anyone else? 


In the story of the talents you 
remember that Jesus said, ‘Well 
done, thou good and faithful 
servant. Thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things.” Yes, He 
promises that if we suffer with Him 
here, we will rule with Him there. 
Do you ever feel just worn out and 
tired of it all? Do you feel that th 
burden is too heavy to bear? 
Would you like to leave it all 
behind and go and find peace some- 
where? You will never feel that 
way after He comes, for then 
every troublesome thing shall be 
done away with. We will have 
perfect bodies — perfect minds 
perfect hearts — perfect friends - 
and perfect fellowship with a 
perfect Saviour. 


The Motion Picture Academy 


gives awards each year to the 
best actors and actresses. The 
1940 decisions were kept secret 


until the evening of the big 
banquet. All Hollywood attended 
this banquet. Millions of dollars 
worth of jewels were flashing 
upon the clothing and persons of 
those who were gathered. The 
opening was given 
the radio by President Roosevelt. 
The suspense was so great thal 
many of the glamorous stars in 
the audience broke down and 
wept. And what were the awards 
which they gave? They were 
simply some gold-plated statutes 
called “Oscars.” I am thinking of 
another event greater than any- 
thing in this old world. It is the 
day of His coming, for He said, 
“Behold, I come quickly; and my 
reward iS. with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall 
be’”” (Rev. 22:12). Oh, what a day 
that will be! Lord, ‘iasten His 
coming! 


address ovel 


Beyond the smiling and _ the 


weeping, 

Beyond the waking and the 
sleeping, 

Beyond the sowing and _ the 
reaping, 


I shall be soon! 
Love, rest and home — 
Sweet Home! Lord, tarry not, 

but come! 


Beyond the blooming and the 
fading, 

Beyond the shining and _ the 
shading, 

Beyond the hoping and _ the 
dreading, 

I shall be soon! 
Love, rest and home — 
Sweet Home! Lord, tarry not, 

but come! 


Beyond the parting and the 


“I love to read the Sword. I 
think it has wonderful sermons in 


it. J read every word and turn 
through it again and again to see 
if Il have missed anything. I share 
it with my neighbors also. 
“MRS. W. D. YARBROUGH, 
“Concord, No. Car.” 
> > a 

“What a blessing the SWORD 
OF THE LORD continues to be to 
us! We would like you to know 
we are praying for the work you 


\are doing, and especially for Dr. 
Rice and the tremendous program 
of evangelism in the Carolinas, 

fOr us then? Yes He is coming | 
back aiter us some day. This is ou; | 


coming to} 


Once i | 


| messares aTe 


‘MRS. MELVIN C. ROGERS.” 
Sunnyside, Wash.” 
“ae 
“Il am giad and thankful for 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD. Its 
fundamental, and 


oe 


timely for a degenerated world 
and church like ours. May the 
blessings and power of the Lord 


remain always in this splendid pa- 


| 


| 


per, 3ack to the Bible and the 
old-time religion — like THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD~—-should 
be the voice of all so called Evan- 
gelical papers, is my soul’s desira 
“BENNY 8. MANINGAN.,” 
“Tlocos Sur, Phillippines.” 
> e7% 

“I don’t want to miss a single 
issue of THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. Some of the best sermons 
[ ever. heard or read are in the 
SWORD OF THE LORD. I can’t 
begin to tell you how they thrill 
my soul and how much they help 
me. 

“MRS. ORVILLE O. GRIFFIN, 

“Ft. Smith, Ark.” 
* . * 

“T think it is such a wonderful 
paper. It has opened my eves te 
many things that J couldn't under- 
stand before reading your paper. 

“WILMA SULLIVAN, 
“Smithville, Okla.” 
* 4 + 
“I think THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD is the best paper that I 
have ever read, and I have read a 
good many church and religious 
papers. I get many blessings from 


reading the wonderful sermons. 


| 
| 
| 


“C. T. BANKETT, 
‘Hampton, Virginia.” 
+ * * 


“I can hardly do without those 


'sermons to read on Sunday, as I 


; 


' 


am so deaf I cannot hear anyone 
preach at church; please send the 


| paper again, 


“N. E. GEYER, 
“Lamar, Ohio.” 


meeting, 

Beyond the farewell and the 
greeting, 

Beyond the pulse’s fever beat- 
ing, 

I shall be 
Love, rest and home —— 
Sweet Home! Lord, tarry not, 

but come! 


soon! 


Horatius Bonar 
My friends, this great Christ 
who made these promises wants 


' you to enjoy every one of them, I 


wish every soul in the world knew 
how precious Jesus can be in the 
human heart. Oh, that all men 
might cry: 

“Jesus lover of my soul, 

Let me to thy bosom fly.” 

A traveling man in Norway went 
to see a church in a certain towa, 
Looking up toward the tower he 
saw thereon the carved figure of 
a lamb. He inquired about it and 
they told him this story. When 
they were constructing the church, 
one day a workman high up on @ 
scaffold, lost his hold and began 


/to fall. His fellow workers knew 


‘that he would be killed. 


but he 
was hurt only slightly. How did 
this happen? Well, just as he fell 
a flock of sheep was passing by. 
He fell among them as _ they 
crowded together ang his body 
landed right on top of a lamb. The 
lamb was crushed to death, but 
the man was saved, and in com- 
memoration of his escape he 
carved the figure of the lamb on 
the top of the church. 

Oh, brother, Christ is the lamb 
Slain from the foundation of the 
world. He was crucified for your 
Sins and mine! He died to save us. 
As you think of «His ‘sacrifice, 
doesn't gratitude swell up in your 
heart? Den’t you love Jesus. too? 
Can't you say, “I will give my 


‘life to Him today”? 


OF ee 
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Redemption Through the Blood 


of Christ or 


(Continued from Page 5) 


Yo the 
waliked 


aiowly. 


that 
fast and one that walked 
The 


crooked. 


cultivator one mule 


old cultivator would 
I would be tired and 
could not keep the old cultivator 


run 
in the field, and I would curse 
Then I would curse the 
take God's 
name in vain, How on earth 


the mules. 
cultivator. I would 
holy 
can I keep from going to Hell? 
God is going to punish those sins. 
those 


going to demand the 


He is not going to let sins 
He is 


penalty 


OL! 
full 

Many a holy Lord’s Day I have 
spent, . in the house of God, 
but shooting dice or playing poker. 


for them. 


not 


And God is going to punish those 
Sins. How can a sinner guilty of 
Such sin be saved from eterna! 
Heil ? 

Let me quote my text again: | 
“And as Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so} 
must the 50n of man be lifted up: | 
That whosoever is able to go back 
and undo his sins should not 
perish, but have eternal] life.” No, 
Jesus did not say it. Undo my 
sins? I could not do that. There 


is no way I can go back and undo 


| whether I 
| little Handkerchief 
' very 


Eternal Hell 


ment word Jesus. 


And the word 
Brother 
pastor, your condition was so ter- 


rible, your sin was so vile that 
God must save. Nobody short of 
God can save you. No blood ex- 
cept the precious blood of Jesus 
can save you, can cleanse you. 
And the highest honor, I repeat, 
you can pay the Son of God is to 
depend on that shed blood. Noth- 


means “God must Save.” 


ing but the blood of Jesus can 
get the job done. 

Years ago I was in Yellow 
Stone National Park. While see- 


ing many other sights I went one 
day to the Handkerchief Pool. If 
you have ever been there you 
will remember it. I had a guide 
with me. He showed me the 
various places of interest in the 
park. Something was said about 
interested in this 
Pool. It is a 

hot 
down 


Was 


small pool of boiling 
water. You could see 
into it. He said, “If vou want to 
see something interesting, 
dirty handkerchief and 
that pool.” 

with grease 


away 


I had a handkerchief 
on it which I had 
been using about the old Ford 
car. I thought, “Well, I will put 
it to a good test.” He said if I 
would put the handkerchief in 


take a\| 
put it in| 


second and then draw it up again, 
it would be as white as snow, I 
held the handkerchief over the 
water, let the bottom ‘of it touch 
the tip of the water. The force 
of that boiling water pulled it 
down. Then I raised it up and 
spread it out, and it was as white 
as the driven snow. I stood there 
and as I thought about it, the first 
thing I knew some big tears start- 
ed coming down my cheeks. I 
began to sing that great old hymn 


“There is a fountain § filled 
with blood 

Drawn from Immanuel’s 
veins, 


And sinners plunged beneath 
that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains.” 
Thank God there is power in 
the blood of Jesus Christ, power 
to cleanse and redeem lost sinners. 
Ll ought to go to Hell to pay for 
my sins but I am not going there 
because I have been redeemed. 


My Decision for Christ 


You have read the blessed ser- 
mon above by Evangelist Rolfe 


3arnard. As editor, I thank God for 
the clearness and power of the 
Brother 
two alterna- 


goOos- 
pel message. 
right, there 
tives; you are 
you must either be saved by 
blood of Christ or go to Hell. 
it is up to you to make the de- 
cision. If you have not already 
been born again by definitely de- 
pending on Christ, risking Him to 
Save your soul as He promised to 


are only 


such a sinner 


the 


3arnard is} 


that | 


Now | 


Christ has. 
save those who trust Him, 


promised tv 
He 
has made the only possible atone- 
) He suffered, the 
He took your 


once, 


ment for sin. 


just for the unjust. 
place before the law and paid its 


penalty for your sins and mine. 


Now the moment you turn your 
heart to Him in penitent faith, 
that moment you will be a child 
of God, with your sins forgiven, 
your soul saved! 

Will you do it? If you will, I 
beg you first to say.‘‘yes’” in your 
heart to God, accept Him as your 
own personal Saviour, depena 
upon Him for forgiveness and 
salvation which He promised to 
all who will believe on Him. Then 
the decision form below and 
letter or card and 
you will, so l 


sign 
copy it in a 
mail it to me, if 
can rejoice with you. I will let 
Brother Barnard know and wil! 
send you a letter of counsel and 
encouragement in the Christian 
life. Will you decide today? 


John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
214 W. Wesley Street 

Wheaton, Illinois 


Evangelist 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read the sermon, “Re- 
demption Through the Blood oi 
Christ or Eternal Hell,” by Evan- 
gelist Rolfe Barnard. Confessing 
myself to be a poor, lost sinner. 
I here and now turn my heart to 
Jesus and trust Him to save my 


my sins, This moment I accept 
Him and trust Him and set out 
to live for Him, 


SIBNOG cccesccsece 


Address 


Date 


AGENTS WANTED 


Big field, good profit, right in your 
community, Be first with this new 
line of Christmas cards, best quality, 
lowest prices. Work as individuals, or 
as club, society, ete. Write for full 
particulars and special advance offer. 


Herald Book & Printing Co. 


Dept. Newton, Kansas 


oll/ 


Aaded ® 
LEADING LINE 
OF RELIGIOUS 
MERCHANDISE 


write FOR FREE INFORMATIO 
af 


Here is the most wnique lne~ 
Bibles, Books, Greeting Cards, Ke- 
ligious Novelties—orfered to agents 
today. Generous discounts on alt 
items. AN ATTRACTIVE BONUS 
PLAN, Our new catalog gives full 


description and prices, 


The Christian Light Press 


them. And even if I could go’ back | and let the boiling water draw it] save all who trust Him, then I| soul. IE believe that He died for 
nd undo my past, what could I/ down and leave it there half a! beg you to settle that matter at| me, believe that He will forgive Elzavethtown, Pa. 
d “about tomorrow and the next 
day and the next day? I cannot | 
me,e it tomorrow. I cannot meet 
God's holy, perfect standard to- 
morrow. | LS ee 
Let me read my text again: | a = ABG » 
“And as Moses lifted up the ser- | ; hy Pp. > 
pent in the wilderness. even go | 
must the Son of man be lifted up 
That whosoever believeth in him r 
should not perish, but have eternal | es 
life.” That is how sinners can be | 
saved. That is the redemption that | 
is in Christ Jesus. That is what | tart YOU 
blocks my road to Hell | 
somebody says, “All you have} 
to do is to believe ?”’ Well, brother, | fat School 
what else can you do? ee 


Accepting Jesus Christ as Saviour | 
is the highest honor you could pay | Cj It 
Him. John 5:23 says: “He that | “ar ly 
honoureth not the Son honoureth | 

mot the Father which hath sent | ' ; 
him.” And, sister, don’t you let | . 
these modernists talk to you like | 

@ precious girl here Tuesday night | 


|... With a RALLY DAY 


This fall rally your teachers and pupils together around 
y the ALL BIBLE GRADED lessons. 
5s = TEACHERS—When they've used these lessons they will rally together 


ih Sin ee. ae eee thes | with praise and thanks, for these lessons are specially prepared to 

preacher say we must not use| | ' help in teaching Bible lessons with lively sure-fire methods. 
sane . > ' . ‘ . : ; ° ° 

Jesus as a fire escape from eternal » & Material is written just as the teacher might talk to a class... and 


Hell. That’s why He died, to keep 


you out of Hell! plenty of pertinent, clear, easily understood illustrations 


If sin were just a few little ' are included... in addition, of course, to the suggested 

things wrong with our skin, maybe flannelgraphs which go with many lessons. 
oul get some homemade 

ati my 2 nd fix it up. But, hea PUPILS—Youngsters refuse to leave class at the end of the 
emeadaies alc x . > ile ! “4 mags 
me now. mv friend! Your sin is so| Sunday School hour because ‘'we want to finish this 
black, your sin 18 so terrible, yo lesson. ...'' Teachers report, Since getting these 

dition w Go s so awfully 
Pee ee oe ee ee new lessons, we haven't had a bit of 
wrong that nothing’ but the blood : rated 
of Jesus can cleanse you from trouble with our classes; their lives have 
your sins. And the highest honor really heen changed.” 

: eine nay to the 
any human being can pay to th With lessons which receive such enthusiastic 
Lord Jesus Christ is to recognize | 
his terrible guilt, recognize that it support you'll tind the attendance records 
took the death of the Son of God shooting up—up—UP! And simultaneously, 
ko. Dey: fox. aie SRA, you'll find discipline problems sliding D-O-W-N, 

The mother of Jesus was told 

; in — 

that when her child should come 3°, ko wre @ successful rally day—and a 
she should call His name Jesus, | rally year to follow, gather your 
for He shou-d save His people | teachers and pupils around the ABGS banner, 
( sir Sins. 1 the Old Tes- | ) 
ee a eee . | From then on, they-# rally together in 
tament it is Jehovah, Jehoshua | . 
and then they shortened it to) their study of God's Word and ways. For 
Joshua. Joshua is the Old Tes- further information about this series, or 


tament word for the New Testa- samples of lessons, send in the coupon below, 


} In brief, ABGS lessons are 
E C 0 R D = by the Bible-centered 
. Blackwood Bros.Quartet Departmentally graded 
Pupil-directed 


12 10-inch records 
—24 songs 


‘‘Heaven Now Is In 
y** “Echoes of 


Revised quarterly 


Co-ordinated in lessons, worsen. 
visual aids, etc. 


— 
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No 2 *On The “Jericho 
Road,’’ *‘When He Put A |} 
? pete deny ge! | YES, § would like more information about using the 
Wo. 3 ‘‘Can He Depend On You,” ‘There's | ABGS lessons as a rallying point for my Sunday School. 
= L, ittle Pine Log Cabin.’’ Plegse send me the information or sarnniee as chathad tslau: 
4 *‘Kneel At The Cross,"’ *‘Wont We Send me FREE informati on on the Nursery Course [) 
"Be Happy. Send me FREE information only on the ABGS lessons Cr 
No. 5 “The Love of God,” “It We Never yn, send me samples of the lessons checked below [] 
Meet Again.’’ om enciosin 10c 
No, 6 “I Won't Have to Cross Jordan 9 !0c to help cover handling and mailing costs. 
Alone,’’ ‘‘I’ve Been Listening.’’ Beg. = Pri. ‘= Je. ‘= inter. 0 Sr. Oo T. ft. Oo 
No. 7 “I’m Winging My Way Back My name 
Home,’’ ‘‘In The Garden.”’ 
No. 8 “‘A Beautiful Life,’’ “‘Keep On The St. and No. or RFD 
Firing Line.” Post Office and Zone State 


No. 9 ‘“‘When He Calis rt 
‘The Old Rugged Cross.’ 
No 10—‘‘ 'Tis Wonderful to Me 
They Ring The Golden Belis.” 
No 11 “When God Dips His Love In My 
Heart,’’ ‘‘I Can Tell You The Time."’ 
Mo. 12 ‘‘I’m Satisfied With Jesus,"’ ‘‘Did 

You Ever Go Sailin’.’’ 
$1.00 each—6 for $5.00—12 for $10.00. 


Order Today from 


Blackwood Brothers Quartet 


Box 163 SL Shenandoah, Lowa | 
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